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DECEMBER, 1883. 


3 THE MONTH. 


Doaixe the bygone month, the principal event which we have to record is the 
celebration which has taken place throughout the Protestant world of the four 
hundredth anniversary of Luther's birthday. Throughout our own country, a very 
warm and deep interest has been excited, large gatherings have taken place, and 


men of conspicuous position, from their rank, talents, and character, have taken part - 


in the proceedings, and given eloquent expression to the feelings of the Christian 
_ community. It must be a source of gratification to the Council of the Evangelical 
Alliance that the movement which they inaugurated has risen to such large 
dimensions, and given such unequivocal and emphatic testimony to the unity on 
fandamental truths which underlies all those external divisions with the existence 
of which the Evangelical Churches are so often reproached. Protestantism has been 
shown to be still one in essence and spirit, and the moving forces which accomplished 
the Reformation have been demonstrated to be still powerful in the midst of us, 
For reasons stated at the time, the Council of the Alliance agreed to merge the 
Committee which had been formed under their auspices into a General Committee, 
including a very wide representation of British Protestantism. This Luther 
Commemoration Committee incladed many members of the Evangelical Alliance, 
one of the Secretaries of which, also, was asked to act as Honorary Secretary for the 
larger Committee. The success which has attended the movement has been most 
gratifying to all concerned, and we trust that the good effects of it will be permanent 


as well as salutary. 


We would call the attention of our readers to the three addresses delivered at 
the Norwich Conference which were held over from our last issue and appear in the 
present number. Two of these, by the Rev. H. Price Hughes and the Rev. W. F. 
Gooch respectively, are on the important subject of “The Public Ministry of the 
Word of God ;” and in the remaining one, the Rev. Dr. H. 8. Paterson deals with 
“The Divine Authority and Safficiency of Holy Scripture.” These addresses 
complete our record of the most pleasing Conference which took place last October. 


The Free Church of Scotland has lost another noteworthy figure in the person 
of the Rev. Sir Henry Wellwood Moncrieff. The deceased baronet has been a most 


faithful and devoted servant of the Church for half a century. He was_one of her . 
wisest counsellors, and an excellent man of business, as well as a powerful debater, a 


faithful pastor, and an earnest Christian. 


A very grave and serious question, to which attention a ae 


called, has at last been brought before the public in a way that has stirred the heart 


of the country to its inmost depths. 
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of deep-seated and chronic ulcers in the more hidden parts of the body politic. 
These have become so imveterate as almost to force the question, Will they 
now be capable of cure? The problem of dealing with the evils that 


the impulses of compassion will not have power 

with the evil. The bounties of charity will be most 
they can alleviate, to some small extent, the immediate pressure of the distress on 
some of its victims. But to reach the springs of -all this misery, will ask mach 
wisdom and consideration, much resolution and courage, as well as devoted 
hamanity, Already a great many suggestions have been offered in the letters and 
articles which have appeared and the speeches that have been made. Questions of 
wages, building, population, missionary labour, and others that affect the issue, have 
been brought under discussion. Out of this keen and diversified correspondence and 
debate we trast that something will come forth in the shape of earnest practical 
result. The poor need such a champion as was found for the slaves and the factory- 
labourers ; one who will be proud to dedicate the service of his life to forcing on the 
attention of the Legislature and the public such wise and just measures as may be 
necessary to extirpate these scenes of vice and wretchedness, which are at once & 
reproach to our religion and our humanity. The Churches, which have not been 
altogether wanting to their duty, will no doubt be stirred up to greater zeal in 
striving to rescue the multitades of the perishing; and the community at large, now 
fully alive to the pressing urgency of the question, will, it is to be hoped, not let it 
rest till it has been brought to a happy issue. 4 


LITERARY. 

CunistiaN writers in the field of practical religion aim much more at implanting the 
trud principles of a holy life than in mapping out the details of duty. The graces 
of the sanctified character are more insisted on than the obligations arising out of 
the ordinary relationships of life. The Gospel is set forth, rather than the law; the 
Gospel in its powerful motives, rather than the law in its series of commandments. 
Romish theologians and casuists have paid more attention to this branch of exposi- 
tion on the whole than Protestant divines. Yet it is an important part of Scriptare 
trath, which deserves a proper share of regard both in religious literature and in 
pulpit ministrations. We have before us a volume of discourses, entitled “ The Law 
of Jehovah: Lectures on the Ten Commandments of the Decalogue; by James 
Matthew, 3.p.” (J. Nisbet and Co.) They are plain and honest declarations of 
practical truths, without any special acumen or literary brilliance, appreciated by 
those who heard them, and fitted to be useful in.the reading. 


There are some small portions of Sacred Scripture which have secured quite 
special amonnt of attention. One of these is the Book of Jonah. It differs very 
much from the rest of the minor prophets among which it has its place, and is, 
indeed, much more of a narrative than a prophecy. The story it tells is in every 
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: together in enormous masses in the East of London, has been’ exposed in its 
| accumulated horrors. The revelation has not now been made for the first time; 
| but, till now, it has been made, on the whole, to dull ears and inattentive minds. 
i | The busy world of prosperoas and respectable England has been startled at last 
at at learning how appalling is the physical and moral degradation to which so 
mil many thousands of fellow-countrymen and fellow-citizens seem hopelessly consigned. 
ite The advance of civilization has been accompanied by the formation, as it were, 
| r been brought to light is, evidently, a comp one. it is & case in 
| 
Lib... 
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particular most interesting and remarkable. The character of the prophet is singular 
and striking, the extension of his prophetic mission to a heathen capital is a note- 
worthy circumstance, and the typical meaning of his personal deliverance invests the 
marvellous incidents of his career with a deeper importance. A great many ques- 
tions cluster round this brief section of Holy Writ, involving points of historical and 
literary interest. These are very ably dealt with by Professor Redford, of New 
College, London, in his volume of “ Stadies in the Book of Jonah” (Hodder and 
Stoughton). We are gid to observe that the learned author's intention is to bring 
out several other works similar to the present one, and we trust most sincerely that 
this intention will be carried out, as we are sure all the volames wil! be welcome. 


From a “ Presbyter of the Charch of England” we have a book bearing th 
name, “Christian Ethics and Wise Sayings” (Nisbet and Co.), consisting of a large 
number of remarks and passages, in prose and poetry, arranged under appropriate 
heads. A list of books is given at the end, from which the selection has chiefly been 
made. The names of the authors, however, are not given with their sayings, except 
in a few instances, and this is rather to be regretted, as the weight of an utterance 
does not depend exclusively on its intrinsic excellence, but also in part on the per- 
sonal position and reputation of him who uttered it. The point of view from which 
the work has been carried out is a soundsand wholesome one, and it is a book which 
one can always dip into with pleasure. ° a 

The name of Lather continues to fill the ears and minds of men, and new works 
prolong and enhance the interest excited by the memory of his career. In “ Anecdotes 
of Luther and the Reformation” (Hodder and Stoughton) we have a large and 
varied compilation of passages from a number of different works, historical and 
biographical. Only a part of them refer to the great German Reformer, and the 
rest deal chiefly with various names connected with the Reformation movement in 


England. The whole forms an interesting and pleasing volume. — 


__ & new book has appeared from the pen of Mr. Ballantyne, the talented author 
for boys. This work bears the stirring title of “The Madman v. the Pirate” (James 
Nisbet and Co-), and is a story of adventure in one of the islands of the Pacific. It 
relates how an unhappy father became insane through the supposed murder of his son 
by a pirate. This tale recently appeared in the Union Jack (now stopped), a paper 
for boys. The tale.combines instruction with amusement in relating phases of mis- 
sionary and savage life, is relieved by touches of humour, and, we need hardly say 


terminates happily. 


THE LUTHER CELEBRATION. 
MEETINGS AT EXETER HALL. 


Rev. F. F. Goe offered prayer. | 

Lord Shaftesbury explained that it was proposed to send a telegram to the Emperor 
of Germany, who had shown himself as great—in his feelings towards his people, sympa- 


ever shown in leading their arms to vittory and to freedom. The telegram was as 
cordially unite with 


follows: “May it please your Majesty,—The Protestants in England = 
. A 
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Tas meeting at Exeter Hall was denominated a Conference ; but, after a reading of the 
various papers, there was no discussion. The Earl of Shaftesbury presided, and was supported 
by a goodly number of both lay and clerical friends of Protestantism. Very appropriately 1a 
sounded the “Old Hundredth,” which was sung ast he opening hymn, after which the BB 


362 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
Germany this in commemorating the 400th anniversary of Luther's birth, and 
a ook ane the blessing of Almighty God, both countries may be enabled 
to uphold steadfastly those grand principles of the Reformation which have ever found so 


struck as a memorial of the commemoration. 

Lord Shaftesbury accepted the medal with much gratitude, and said he should wear it 
as a decoration when called to offices of great duty. He then said they bad come there to 
honour the memory of one of the greatest men whom God ever brought upon the earth, and 
in doing this they were expressing still more in the of piety, deep, solemn and 
everlasting thankagiving to God. Amidst the load applause which followed these words a 
portrait of Luther, a crayon copy of Cranach, was unveiled, and the cheers broke 
again and were continued for some time. Then, said Lord Shaftesbury, they were 
Catholic fellow-subjecta. 

iew to coercive measures, or to restrict the freedom 
of Roman Catholics, they would have some right to complain, but their religious 


they were asked if they would stand to all that Luther said and did. He did not stand by 
all that Lather said or did, nor was be required to do so. He would stand by no created 
man in all he raid or did. Not even by St. Paul himself, except so far as he was inspired. 
But they stood by his great achievements, which had obscured all the smaller eccentricities 
and faults of his career. Another great objection to this meeting was that Luther was not 
an Englishman. Who ever said he was? He did not confine his views and the emotions of 
hie heart to the narrow circle of Germany. He was a citizen of the world. He laboured - 
‘for the general elevation of the whole human race. No man who ever lived had been so 
much attacked as Luther, and no man had been so well defended, and the triumph of that 
man’s character was the most manifest proof that his cause was one commendeg of God. 
There wasanother considefation. Was not Luther one to whom they could look back and, 
seeing what he did, said, and wrote, feel some reverence, and try to beget a desire in 
those now living to imitate the man? Luther always proclaimed and upon the 
grand truth that, by the Word of God alone, must the world be brought to the worship 
of God and the knowledge of His truth. Looking at the man, and considering his 
enormous moral and pbysical courage, he would ask, was there ever his like in 
Let them note also his perseverance, his mighty talent, and his enormous intellectual 
power. Was there ever anything more wonderful than his translation of the Bible? N 
until he was past twenty had he seen a copy of the Scriptures; and yet, in the 
two years, he produced this copy of the Scriptures which had evangelized the 
Germany and formed the German language. When they canie to 
theologian, he could not but look with reverence and unceasing gratitude to the 
under God's Spirit, worked out, and disin from the mass of 
consolatory doctrine of justification by And were they not indebted 
assertion of the supremacy of God’s Word? He showed that the Bible 
thing needful, that it was supreme—the sole guide of faith, and morals, and li 
this truth arose that of the right of private judgment. All these mighty talents 
acquisitions were kept in subjection to the one great purpose—the of God and 
welfare of the human race. In conclusion, he said that of all the honours which 
attend a man’s memory the greatest was this, that wherever his name 
hundreds of thousands of deeply pious and grateful hearts should join in one chorus of 
thankfulness to Almighty God, who in His wisdom and mercy thought fit to call into 
existence and so endow a man for the honour and happiness of the whole human race. 
And such a name was that of Martin Luther. 

The first paper was read by the Dean of Chester on “Luther in the Wartburg.” He 
said : If any part of Lutber’s life was picturesque, definite, and complete in itself, and yet 
of consequence, it was the period of ten months which he spent in the old fortress above the 
Saxon town of Eisenach ; this solitude was providential, and full of meaning to Luther 
himself, ant to the Church at large. The translation of the Bible could not have been 
accomplishe’ otherwise; and what that had done for Germany, only a German could 
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puissant a defender in your 
| When the cheers which followed the sanctioning of this telegram had subsided, 
Mr. Maden Holt, on behalf of the Committee, presented his lordship with a silver medal 
} liberty bad never been so firmly fixed or so certain to be transmitted as it was at 
| resent day. Therefore, they had no occasion to find fault with this great celebration. Then 
~ 
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ever. 
The Rev. Professor Stanley Leathes, p.., read the next paper, the subject of which 
“The Infiueace of the Reformation on National and Social Life." 

in these days, he observed, to disparage the Reformation, and 


The Rev. Verner M. White,. ti.p., followed with a paper 


the words of the late Rev. Henry Melvill, the Golden Lecturer of St, Margaret's, Loth- 


bury : “ Make peace, if you will, with Popery ; receive it into your senate, shrine it in 
your churches, plant it in your hearts; but be ye certain—certain as that there isa 
heaven over you and a God above you—that this Popery, thus honoured and embraced, is 
the very Popery that was degraded and loathed by the holiest of your fathers ; the same in 
haughtiness, the same in intolerance, that lonied it over kings, assumed the prerogative 
of Deity, crushed human liberty, and slew the saints of God.” 

The meeting was closed in the usual manner. 


In the evening the Hall was again crowded with an enthusiastic audience. The Earl 
of Shaftesbury presided, and, in his opeuing remarks, said he had been deeply impressed 
with the solemnity, gravity, and fervour of feeling which had characterized the language 
‘employed in the celebration of the commemoration all over the country. 

In a brief speech, Sir Harry Verney, m.p., proposed » “That this meeting, in com- 
memorating the four hundredth anniversary of the birth of Luther, desires to express 
its deep thankfulness to Almighty God for the manifold blessings He was pleased to 
~— to the nations of Europe through the instrumentality of the great German 

rmer. 

The Rev. Richard Roberts seconded the resolution, which was carried unasimously, 
and a second was moved by Sir Thomas Chambers, g.c., u.p., as follows: “That, ander 


(3) the privilege of a free Press ; and (4) the re-vindication of the rights of conscience, 
and of the scriptural principle that man, in his relations to his Maker, is independent 
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hearers if there was anything to be ashamed of in that noble protest. Protestantism 
believed and lived, and lived because it believed. True Protestantism could never die. 
5 Syatems might be changed, and honoured dynasties die out, but the Word of God endured 
principles which were then repudiated. Casting eyes over ae 
| effects of acknowledging the authority of Rome. They saw that no nation under the 
| tyranny of Rome could have any national freedom of conscience. Passing to the effect of 
at | the Reformation upon social life, the first thing to be noted was the construction of the 
at secret and subtle power of the Confessional. By this institation the springs of social life 
‘: were corrupted at their source. The compulsory celibacy of the clergy was also opposed 
. ; to the teaching of Christ and to the best interests of society. This had been abolished by 
: af the Reformation, to the immense advantage of the life of the nation. Moreover, the 
i Reformation had sounded the reseillé of the principle of enlightened discovery and progress. 
| is In conclusion, he said they should earnestly ask themselves what the true principle of the 
. Reformation was, and whether they were in heart ami affection for the reformed or 
: the unreformed Church? whether they did or did mot protest against all error in 
| life and doctrine ? whether the Scriptures were above the Church, or the Church above 
Scripture ! 
| ; Romaniem on National and Social Life.” He wished it to be understood that he alone was 
; responsible for what he might say. Scripture teaching, he said, enforced loyalty to vor- 
stituted powers; but to this Romanism was directly opposed in its teaching and 
tendencies. The Church of Rome claimed to be judge im things civil and ecclesiastical, 
in faith and morals, and of the liberty of Church jarisdiction in such matters, and asserted 
that the State was guilty of rebellion against God if it interfered. Thus Rome was charge- 
able, in the first instance, with a course dangerous to loyalty. The speaker further 
| proceeded to show, by citation of the Parliamentary returns, that Romanism produced 
pauperism. He asserted that the influence of Romanism was the primary cause of Ireland's 
| lack of prosperity, whatever secondary causes were at work. Dr. White closed th eee 
Reformation (1) the inestimable birthright of an from 
4 y interference rity. It was their bounden duty to sympathize with 
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| do all 
by Lather, and to show that they were ready to 
themecives and their countrymen from the perils which 
the Rev. Dr. Sinclair Paterson, who asked why it 
of thet calebration, instead of esailing Lather’s | 
himeelf? They did not stand on Lather, they stood on the | 
. They had, through Luther's efforts, an open Bible, and the } 
y of conscience ; and for such blessings as these they had 
moved Mr. A. E. Miller, o.c., and seconded by Rev. Dr. 
of Papal Infallibility, and warned his 
and contend against the encroaching spirit and crafty machi- 
Lord Shaftesbury was very enthusiastically accorded, and the 
a close. | 
on Tuesday evening was as densely crowded as any previous 
af of this meeting was the announcement of an address | 
! of Berlin, who had come to England specially to take 
J. Maden Holt presided. Herr Stécker, after a short intre 
i he was heartily pleased to greet England at this festival, tt 
its very depths. He was in England as frienil of all goo 
. He had a vivid sense of that invisible Church which noc 
i on the Lord. The tide of Ultramontanism is now rt | 
for the last two years the Romish Church has been 
‘Bat all this did bat serve to revive the outlines « 
people. And all this war with insulting words has | 
| 
| 
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was born, the streets 
; two great triamphal arches, in the form of 
At 


ancient city gates, were erected in the streets 


fairly commenced with 
‘8, in the pulpit of which 


consisted in the unveiling 
ment, with statues of Luther and Melanchthon, 


“Hallelujah Chorus.” At Coburg a 
Hanover, Cassel, and Magdeburg great. 


leading to the square ; the bells pealed 
before which addresses were delivered. 


; and on Saturday morning the Commemoration 


Reformation hymn, “‘ Ein feste Burg ist 


THE LUTHER COMMEMORATION ABROAD. 


In all parts of Protestant Germany the memory of Lather was celebrated in the 
heartiest manner. Ip Berlin the magistrates marched from the Town Hall to St. Nicholas 


Church, the oldest in Berlin. A little later, the Emperor and the Crown Prince attended ; 


and, after the Liturgy had been read, Luther's 


unser Gott,” 
Lather himself has so often stood. At Leipzic the festivities 


English Luther Festival Committee. At Eisleben, where Luther 
a religious service in the famous old church of St. Andrew 
of Professor Schilling’s Reformation monu 


were adorned with rows of Venetian masts 


the 
Jarge Luther bust was unveiled. At Dresden, 


and the performance of 1,000 singers of Handel's 
processions went to the Luther monuments, 


from both churches 


| 
CHRISTENDOM. 
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| 1; The Emperor expressed 
representing the 
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Wartbarg a service took place in the Luther Chapel, attended by the Grand Ducal family. 
At Darmstadt the foundation-stone was laid of a new Protestant church, and a similar 
ceremony took place at Mannheim. At Bresisu the oratorio, “Lather in Worms,” was per- 
formed in St. Bernhard's Charch ; and at Dantzic the same representation took place in 
St. Mary's Oathedral, where the model of the Eisleben statue was also unveiled. In 
Augsburg special Lather services took place in the Protestant churches and schools. It 
has been decided to build a church here in remembrance of the Augsburg Confession. At 
Strasburg, Field-Marshal Manteuffel, with the military and civil authorities in full 
uniform, attended a festival service in the new church. Great festivities also occurred in 
all other prominent places, notably Hamburg, Bremen, Frankfort, Oarlsruhe, Coblenz, 
Stettin, Erfurt, and é¢ven in Moanich, the capital of Catholic Bavaria, as also 
Nuremberg. 

In Austria and Hungary the anniversary was celebrated in all the Protestant 
parishes. The churches were decorated with fresli pine branches. The two Protestant 
charches in Vienna were gaily decorated, and discourses on Luther's life and work were 
delivered. The celebration concluded with Luther's hymn, “‘ Eine feste Burg.” On 
Monday the University students held Luther meetings and sang appropriate songs. 

' In Spain, Protestants exhibited more activity than usual. Madrid and Barcelona 
are the principal centres, and in both cities the Lather Commemoration was observed. 
In Madrid, the various Protestant places of worship were crowded with the lower and 
middle classes of people, who sang hymns and listened to sermons on Luther with earnest 
attention. In the same manner the anniversary was kept in Barcelona, Bilbao, Seville, 
and other places. 

Throughout Denmark the Lather Commemoration was celebrated by special meetings, 
numerously attended. Seven thousand ccpies of the memorial treatise on Luther were 
distributed among the children assembled for the festival. A celebration was likewise 
held at the University to commemorate the Reformation. Special services took place on 
Sunday in all the churches. ease 

Even in Rome itself the anniversary of Luther's birth did not pass unmarked. A 
religious ceremonial, attended by Prince Alexander of Prussia and tl.e German Ambassa- 
dor, was held on the morning of November 10, in the chapel of the German Embassy, on 
the Capitol, in commemoration of the birth of Lather. 

In the Protestant chapels of Brussels, on Sunday, there were lectures in connection 
with the Luther celebration, and also in the Synodical Hall of the Bourse. 

_ The Luther Anniversary was celebrated in Geneva with great fervour. There were 
special services in all the churches, which were densely crowded. 

In all parts of America the Luther Celebration was generally observed. Nearly every 
minister preached upon Lather and bis work, and in nearly every church special com- 
memoration services were held. In New York the most notable celebration was at the 
Steinway Hall, were 5,000 people crowded the building to its utmost limit. Similar 
meetings where held in various churches in the city and suburbs. The principal Lutheran 
church at Brooklyn was densely crowded. In Philadelphia a Luther jubilee was held in 
the Academy of Music on Saturday, and was attended by an immense audience. An 
elaborate programme, comprising many selections from Luther's hymns and otber 
appropriate works, was rendered by an orchestra and chorus of a thousand school children. 
Addresses were delivered in German, English, and Swedish. In Boston the Historical 
Society began the celebration by a public oration, and other addresses followed next day ; 
and in the evening there was a public performance by the Handel and Haydn Society in 
the Music Hall, when “‘ Eine feste Burg” was sung by a large chorus. In Toronto the 
day was celebrated by a large and distinguished gathering, and eminent ministers 
delivered addresses. 
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| desert. After six months’ stu: 
Tus Lathes consecrated 
‘a almost at once the 
pastors. More 
) was 
halter and 
Jaidan ), 
during 


situation 
Pére Hyacinthe has taken leave of his 
, ion, and is on his way to the United 


of Berlin were conducted to church for special 
services, The utter insufficiency of the 
churches here could not have been better 
demonstrated ; not even for the children did the 
room suffice. Besides all the churches, many 
halls had to be taken by the Town Council, in 


order that ail the children of our primary 


schools might find places. The masters, as a 
- Tale, heartily entered into the matter. A 
Bible, has been given as a present to all the 
Protestant public schools by the Emperor ; 


of Berlin arranged a special service at the old 
Nicholas Church, on Saturday, the 10th. The 
Emperor, Crown Prince, all the Royal Family, 
and all the high public functionaries, took par. 
On Sunday the churches were crowded every- 
where, morning and evening. The Emperor 
took part, with all kis family, at the setvice 
in the Cathedral. He ordered the Cabinet 
Ministers to be present in uniform. The 
municipal authorities of Berlin granted a sum 
of 150,000 marks, of which 100,000 marks 
are intended for a great Luther Institute for 
children of and schoolmasters ; the 
rest of te gum for the Luther Monument 


to take and escape. These Church of Rome. A prospectus of a new 

from New York, where at present there are priests; it fo to be eclled Poris-Gellicen. 
five Evangelical churches. The proscribed | The Evangelical Alliance meetings were 
brought into the land of their exile their | extremely well attended and interesting in 
moral grandeur, their inflexible austerity, Lyons on October 31 and November 1. 
“gupericrity in polite elegance,” rigid About twenty pastors from various places, . 
principle, and ardent charity. imeluding Paris, were present. Pastor Houter, i 

At present, no less than sixty churches of | President of the Mission Intérieure, preached, 
the Reformed Church of France are without | in the Free Church, on the privilege of being 
pastors ; neighbouring ministers do what they heirs of God. Pastor Duchemin presided at 
ean to supply, until pastors are found. the reception of delegates; many short, 

The Synod of the Free Churches met in | pointed addresses were given. The children's | 
Mazamet in October. Two votes weregiven; | meeting was presided over by Pastor L. 
ene to call the Union of the Evangelical | Monod, and speeches about Luther interested | 
Churches of France the “ Union of the Free | the several hundreds of young hearers. Above ) 
Evangelical Churches of France,” and the into the Re- 7) 
other concerning the Sacrament — “ to upon 
practise Baptism and the Lord's Supper as Pastor Appia. i 
institutions of the Lerd, without, as to added a new 
Beptiom, anything being determined tonch- the thirty- 
img the mode or time of its administering.” ae eo | 
Thus, Baptists and Pado-Baptists have equal In four of the Paris stations are 2 | 
right to form part of the Union. ene Societies, each of about 

as their Saviour; (2) they ) 
| promise to reed the Bible daily ; (3) they 
a, States. The farewell was melancholy. Dis- | subscribe ten centimes, or more, a month for . 
appointment scerms the result of every ryegi (4) they meet every fortnight 
ment towards reform without leaving the | edification and prayer. ) 
w 
GERMANY. | 
[From our own Correspondent. } 24,000 copies were needed. The Town Council | 
Berlin, November 15, 1883. . 

THe last daye—one might say weeks—have ; 
been taken up almost exclasively by the 
Lather Festival. Let us hope that a last- 
ing blessing will follow it. It cannot be | 

denied that our mation has been mightily 
stirred by this commemoration. A kind of ‘/ 
national enthusiasm pervaded the whole popu- -|! 
lation. The 10th of November has been 2 
almost universally kept asa holiday ; although, 
Officially, it was only destined for school fes- 
tivals, In our city, all the 80,000 children 
at Berlin; unfortunately, nothing for the | 
Lather Church, for which private collec- 
tions are going on. But it takes long to 
gather the means fur building a large church ; 
| by voluntary contributions. The collections 
in the churches will be destined to building 
two Luther churches in the east and west of 
Prassia, in places where the Protestants are 
in the midst of a Roman Catholic popula- 
tion. The Lather Monument at Eisleben 
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if o in religious matters displeased the more clear- | M. Héridier’s exclusion from the mewly- 
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JANUARY WEEK OF PRAYER. 

The annual invitation for the Week of United and Universal Prayer at the com- 
mencement of the year has been largely circulated throughout the world, and the Council 
earnestly hope that the coming Week of Prayer may be unitedly observed more largely than 
in any previous year, and that « fervent spirit of faith and brotherly love may animate all 
who participate in that hallowed season. 

The Week of Prayer commences with the first Sunday in the year, January 6, and the 
general arrangement of topics is as follows :— 

Moupar, Jawcany 7.—Praise and Thankagiving. 
,  § 8.—Comfession of Sin, and Prayer for Cleansing and Renewal. 
Wepuespar, 9%.—Prayer for Families and [nstructors of Youth. 


Tavrespar, ,, 10.—Prayer for the Church of Christ. 
Farmar, 11,—Intercession for the Nations, 
Sarumnpay, ,, 12.—Prayer for Missions at Home and Abroad.” 


Qn application to the Secretaries, copies of the programme of subjects for prayer and 
list of London meetings can be obtained. | 

The London West-end meetings will be held each morning in Steinway Hall, Lower 
Seymour Street, Portman Square. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


The first meeting of the new Council, ap- Miss Ch Harrow. 
pointed at the Norwich Conference, was| Mis Howlett, Norwich. 
held on Thursday, November 1 ; Donald Miss Park, Norwich. 


. rs. v 
. E. Clarke, ’ 
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL. Mr” George Cooke 
Reported, the appointment of this Council, Rev. A. Wilkes, East Dereham. 


and of the Presidents and Vice-Presidents, by ate 3 ~ J 


the Conference recently held in Norwich. Miss Fausset, York. 


Letters were received from Admiral Sir 


W. King-Hall, Colonel Elphinstone, Rev. J. 

A. Aston, Rev. Sholto Douglas, Rev. G. The Secretaries reported on the recent 

Elwin, and the Rev. Canon Taylor, whose Conference at Norwich, which had been well 

names were to the list of Council, at | *#tended. A fall report of the 

the Conference, and who accepted their | ** siven in the November number of Bvan- 
. gelical Christendom, and a reprint had been 


admitted to membership :— 

Mrs. Maguise, A communication was read from the 

Mose Wilbon, Ramage, President of the Swedish Branch of the 

copy, English, invitation 

Miss 

Mion Hassell, | Conference proposed to be held in Stockholm 

John Chapman, Esq., Harrow. next year. 


| 
| 
wich. 
Matheson, Esq., in the chair. The Scriptures miss Fess, 
MEMB Mrs. Rice, La 
supplied tc hé subscribers of the Alliance | 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS. . 

T H Damnataslon In reference to the recommendation from 
the Conference, that the Rev. Dr. Dykes’ 
other Committees were sppointed. address on the “ Practical Resolutions” 

should be published in pamphlet form, it 
. was agreed that the address should be printed { 
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| The Council having had the invitation the memorial from this Council to the Swi 
. conversation ensued the whole | Goverament had been presented to, and 
) ay After fall deliberation, the follow favourably received by, the President of the 
/ ing resolution was unanimously adopted -— Swiss Confederation. Col. Von Biiren also 
have received with mach | stated the steps which had been taken by 
of the au.ne invitation from the Committee | the Swiss Branch, and expressed the hops 
Branch of the Evangelical thet success would, under God's blessing 
; Alliance, for the General Conference proposed attend these efforts to secute fall religious 
| to be held in Stockholm next liberty in Switzerland. 
| “The Council believe The Secretaries were instructed to thank 
| ference of Christians of Col. Von Burem for his interesting com muni- 
if. Sweden will, by God's cation. 
means of great benefit to the RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. 
ia the Scandinavian countries, A letter was read from Vienna, stating 
a results will be similar to that a decided improvement had taken place 
previous General Conferences. in reference to the matter concerning children 
vce, tor which had been the main purport of the 
af im accepting a large share of the memorial of the Alliance to the Emperor of 
| responsibility of the undertaking; and in| Austria For the past two or three months 
| offer of help, children have been permitted to attend the 
it — eee services with their parents, the police not 
| earnest desire Whether or not this is s prac- 
| that God would give all the of the Alliance, 
grace and strength required for the fact is that at 
a! of the Conference, for dissatisfaction 
iM Council offer their hearty thanks to under the head liberty. At the 
if m Committee for the cordial | same time, the in Austria are per- 
14 invitation issued in their name. In accepting fectly aware that in admitting children they 
of the British Branch, it is | are tranagressing existing regetstions 
| understood that their decision is conditional The Council expressed their gratification on 
Branches of the | receiving such satisfactory intelligence fine 
Evangelical Alliance also agreeing to take | Austria. 
| pert in the Conference.” GERMAN BRANCH. 
+) It was further resolved that this resolntion The Secretary reported a letter from Pastor 
i be transmitted to the leading European and Baumann, of Berlin, stating that he had again 
the United States Branches, and that they accepted the appointment of Secretary of the 
be requested to communicate their views, | German Branch. 
| and the decision at which they may arrive, as CASH STATEMENT. 
| speedily as possible to this Council. The cash statement for the year ending . 
. The Secretary was instructed to send to the September 29, was presented, from which it 
| Swedish Committee « copy of the minute, appeared that the total receipts had been , ' 
4 accepting their invitation, and conveying the £2,155 2s. 2d., which included contributions 
| affectionate greetings of this Council to the general fands of £1,383 15s. 44. 
it RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SWITZERLAND. The payments had been £2,083 11s. 114. 
| Gol. Ven | und thane was Valence of’ 
it President of the Swiss Branch, reporting that liabilities of £27 16s. 5d. 
| THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GOD: HOW CAN IT BE MADE MOST 
| EFPECTUAL IN POWER, AND IN THE HOLY GHOST, AND IN MUCH ASSURANCE? 
H BY THE REY. HUGH PRICE HUGHES, M.4., OF OXPORD. 
(Delivered at the Norwich Conference of the Boangelical Alliance) 
Mr. Hughes said :— rating bt 
/ M Christian Brethren,—I feel greatly indebted nothing Gospel of 
iJ As, however, our time 8 I must which St. Peter preached at Jerusalem, and 
suggest, rather than develop, iI have to ; | Paul St Rome, and St. Johu at Ephesus. The 
i) First of all, bow can the public ministry be mats greatest of all preachers oy I am not 
°y most effectual in power? I answer at once—by ashamed of the Gospel, for it is power of God 
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THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GOD. 
ADDRESS BY THE REV. W. FULLER GOOCH, OF NORWOOD. 


(Delivered at the Morwich Conference of the Eoangeligal 


of rist is divine, and its object the 


though by no means to be 

of the means employed and aimed at by those 
who preach the glorious Gospel of the 
God. When Dr 


conseq 
ary for that of ambassador to an earthly court, te 
wrote to him, saying, “ Whenever | think of 


with a kind if I realized it to 


you 
horror, as 
is, 


drawn from all connection with the mission, and 
divine things; Felix 
has forsake the The estimate of the 


Alliance.) 


An inquiry into the reason for the fact, so far as 
it is a fact, though not directly our theme, yet s» 
closely touches it that we can scarcely pass it by. 
Thus much, at any rate, we uubesitatingly and 
strenuously maintain, if it is so, it is not because 
the is less the Word of God than the 
Charch of Christ in past generations has believed 
it to be; nor because ite ministry by men and to 
men is less appointed and commissioned by Him 
who is at once its author, theme, and end. The 
old, old story is still the power of God unto sal- 
vation ; the great commission, “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” 
is still in force; and, however near soine of us may 
believe it to be, the end of the age referred to by our 
Lord is not yet come. It still pleases God, by the 
foolishness of ing, to save them that believe ; 
aud faithful preacher may confidently rely 
on the Grand fail inspiring 
promise, “ Lo, I am wa the days 
The first consideration we would offer on the 
uestion, How tae public ministry may be made 
most effectual ? is—its theme must be, distinctively 
and definitely, the Word of God. “The sower 
soweth the Word.” “Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God.” In their suc- 
cessful conflict with the powers of darkness at 
Jerusalem, in the earliest days of Christian euter- 
prise, the secret of the A ’s triumph was 
found ia that “they spake Word of God with 
boldness,” and so everywhere went. “‘ Samaria 
received the Word of God.” At Ephesus their suc- 
cess is thas described: “So mightily grew the 
Word of God, and prevailed.” In the record of 
St. Paul’s work at Thessalonica, to which the 
wording of our theme directs us, we Sind the 
A thus setting forth the sum and substance 
it all: “For this cause thank we God without 
ceasing, because when ye received the Word of 
God, which ye heard of us, ye received it, not as 
word of man, but as it is in truth, the word 
God, which effectually worketh in you that 


” It is instructive and impressive in the | 


believe. 
highest degree to see how, in « brief com of a 
few verses, he holds up this Word of God as the 


one weapon of his warfare, the one theme of his 


i He says: “ We were bold in our God 
to unto the of God. ... As 


were of God to pat in trast with 
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We could not read them; #0 | to a greater extent even than the greatest nove! 
- more in the circulating libraries. It is true that popu- 
lations have increased, but they are to be reached 
if we will John Wesley said 
“Give me « teachers who fear nothing 
and I care 
or clergymen ; | 
of hell, and : 
upon earth.” 
all our heart 
it in the open 
w. We shall 
r fathers saw, 
cro ever dared to | 
the Gospel. Ina these days, sermons are printed | hope. 
Mr. Gooch said :— 
Granting that Christianity, as revealed in the 
Gospel of the New Testament, is of God, the sub- 
ject now before us is one of the most momentous - 
and im zminds can dwell u If the 
spiritual on men, i 
ministry is the noblest, most sublime, and most 
essential work man can engage in. Beside it, the 
work of the scientist, the litterateur, the politician, aii 
the social reformer—valuable as all are in their f 
ee into comparative insignificance. 
’ ir appliances, their methods, and their results, 
| 
was being laden with honours and rewards by the | | 
Burmese Government, and had been induced, in : 
if 
in m inion, ¥ much sunk. He has with- | 
| 
high, if the soul of.snan is immortal, and the i 
salvation Christ came to work out is the only {| 
means of rescuing it from an immortality of woe. . 
This being so, no object in life is to be so 
no m like bis whom God hath made wise to 
win souls, and no position to be more coveted, or 
to be sustained with greater enthusiasm, than | 
who are “ambassadors for 
i 
“‘O bonour higher, truer far, | 
Than earthly fame couki bring, 1 
Thas to be used, in work like this, 
So long, by sach a King!” | 
It is sometimes said, and by many it is firmly | 
lost its power over the hearts and minds of men. | 
Looking all round, rather than at exceptional in- 
stances which would seem to the assertion, | we 
there is at least apparent to think it is so. | the Gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing 
BB? 


-~ 


~ 


many prob! 
himee!{ a skilled and well-trained dialectician, or 
have discoursed in terms at once 
refined ov themes accordant with the intellectual i i 

calture of the age; but instead of this, he con- | or that; it is the one and qpuly Gospel for all 
tented himeelf with imparting unto them in all | centuries. As i 


simplicity, and with touching 
“ the Gospel of God.” As at Corinth, disowning 
exeellency of or of wisdom, he “ deter- 


mined not to know anything among men save and our highest wisdom 


Jeeus Christ, and Him crucified.” What marvel 
that his ministry was effectual, that it was “in 
power, in the Holy Ghost, aud in mach assurance” ? 
Is not the same rule of ministerial conduct appli- 
cable to our own times; and must not our ministry 
he effectual or otherwise as we are true to the 
great Apostle’s example? It is written, “ The 
grass withereth, the fadeth, but the word 
of our God shall stand for ever. And this is 
the word which by the Gospel is preached unto 
you.” There is no change in its doctrines, no 
alterntion of its terms, no diminution of 
its power. Hence, in commissioning Timothy 
to go forth and carry on the work of Christ, the 
Apostle charges him, before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in view af appearing and 
kingdom, to“ preach the Word ;” and, as though to 
show how constant and unswerving the line of 
succession in such ministry was to be, he says, 
“ The things thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, 
who shall be able to teach others also.” Faithful 
men! The public ministry is effectual just as far 
as it is in the hands of those to whom these words 
apply; their faithfulness having closest affinity 
with their responsibility to minister unto men the 
Gospel of God in all its integrity and sweet savour 
of Christ. Seven times is faithfulness in this 
respect distinctly specified in the New Testament 
as required of ministers; seven examples of 


ministerial fidelity are held up to our regard: | 


“ Timotheus, faithful in the Lord, who shall bring 
to your remembrance my ways in Christ, as | 
teach everywhere in-every church ;” “ Tychicas, 
a faithful minister in the Lord ;” “ Epaphras, who 
is for you a faithful minister ;” “ Onesimus, a 
faithful and beloved brother ;” “Silvanus, a 
faithful brother unto you;” St. Paul himself, 
whom “the Lord counted faithful, putting him 
into the Wwinistry;” and Antipas, dignified by 
the Master he served and loved even unto death 
as “my faithful martyr.” Never did the world 
need more than now sach a Gospel as that with 
which the servants of Christ are entrusted, and 
never were the temptations to be unfaithfal to it 
more subtle and strong. The perilous times 
aguinst which the Church is warned again and 
again in Holy Writ, already cast their shadow 
over us; and we can only effectually meet the 


tenderness of beart, | brighter sun, 


| 


2 


frame a better Gospel, or improve upon the 
revelation God has given in His Word 
is to “ 


of sound words,” and, standi 
and ask for the old paths, resolved—whether men 
will hear, or whether they wil] forbear—to preach 
none other than the Gospel Christ revealed and 
Paul imed. To use the words of the 
peorabn beloved Dr. Bonar, when addressing 

last Assembly of the Scottish Free Chureb, 
“Our basiness is not with the science of religion, 
or the philosophy of worship, or the metaphysics 
of prayer and praise, but with something more 
intelligible, more practical, more directly con- 
nected with the soul’s eternal joys and sorrows. 
We are not mere sermon-makers, or essayists, or 
retailers of the thoughts of the great thinkers of 
the age, whether English or German; still less are 
we popular declaimers, clerical humourists, asthe - 
tical lecturers, expounders of transcendentalism, 
teachers of the inner light, or- apostles of the 
sublime.” No; our mission is higher, nobler far. 
We are heralds of the Cross of Christ, preachers of 
that Word of God which alone is able to save the 


soul. 
We to remark, in the second thatif 
the public ministry of the Word is to be effectual, 


not only must the message be true to its divine 
origival, but the messenger must be emphatically 
a man of God—one to whom the words of 
the inspired Apostle will apply—*“a vessel unto 
horour, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use.” 


| Many recipes for making good” ministera have 


fourthly, he should have a 


been pre and given—some of them well 
worthy of careful attention and close application. 
Luther, in his “ Table Talk,” says: “A good 
preacher should have these properties and virtues : 
first, to teach systematically ; secondly, he should 
have a ready wit; thirdly, he should be eloquent ; 
good voice ; fifthly, a 
good memory; sixthly [and in this modern 
opinion will quite accord with him], he should 
know when to make an end; seventhly, he should 
be sure of his doctrine; eighthly, he should 
venture and engage body and blood, wealth and 
honour, in the Word; ninthly, he should suffer 
himself to be mocked and jeered of every one.” 
This description will bear reflection and examina- 
tion; it is full of sound and sensible ddvice, 
recognizing, as we must, the need both of natural 
gifts and spiritual grace in order to produce an 
efficient ministry. There is a sphere for gifts of — 
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| t S men, bat God, who trieth the hearts. . . . | demands of our age, as seen’ in God's sight, by a 
Labouring ‘night and day . . . we preached | firm, resolate, and enflinching determination, in 
. was thet they received it jin all ite ful-| of the learned and refined, or the scorn of 
| ness, clearness, and force; and that from them | worldly-minded and profane, as stewards of God, to 
) | “ gounded out that same Word of the Lord; not | “keep that which has been committed toourtrust.” 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, bat also in every | We are told that if we are to succeed jn our work 
place, their faith to God-ward was spread | im this nineteenth century—+o essentially an age of 
abroad.” He might have preached among them | progress and culture, of boasted light and 
the philosophies of Greece and Rome, or en- a nineteenth cen‘ary 
if shrined his references to the theology of the | Gospel, we must pt our message and re- 
| : Cross in the midst of learned disquisitions, subtle | construct our creeds, so as to suit them to 
ie reasonings, and brilliant essayings on some of the | the quirements of the times. But this 
ried 
ury 
the 
a 
| 
| 
i! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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varied kinds, and a need for their cultivation ; and | 


if im the rewsinder of what | say upon the sub- 
before us 1 confine myself to its more spiritual 
it is not because | would ignore the value 
and place of culture and learning in relation to 
the Christina ministry, or in any way speak dis- 
of them. But say what we will for 
them, it yet reroains trae that power to win souls, 
and to secure spiritaal results of every kind, is not 
dependeat upon external gifts or acquirements, 
however much, in connection with grace, they may 
be accessory to it. _But such power is dependent 
upon spiritaa) qualifications ; these are absolutely 
esential to spiritual success. These 
and mainlained, we admit it is scarcely possible 
to have too much a of « mental and 
scholarly kind. The only danger to be guarded 
against is, that we do not allow the one to inter- 
fere with or entrench upon the other. What, thea, 
are the qtaliticauions thus imperatively demanded 
in order to effectual ministry of the Word of 
Keeping closely to seriptaral in 
our reply, we shoald say, first of all, minister 
must be filled with the Spiril of God. This was 
the source of our Lord’s power as the Son of Man, 
during His haman wuinistry on earth: “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with 
power, who went about doing good, aud healing all 
that were oppressed with the devil; for God was 
with Him.” The sublime scene which was beheld in 
the little synagogue of Nazareth on the memorable 
Sabbath whea our Lord entered, opened the book, 
and read the prophetic words, ‘The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because He hath anoiuted 
me te preach the Gospel to the poor,” is recorded 
to teach us the lesson which Pentecost afterwards 
fally unfolded, and deeply engraved on the hearts 
of His disciples—nawmely, that they Were qualified 
for service, and endued with power, only as they 
were recipients of the Holy Ghost, not merely in 
His regenerating and sanctifying influence, but 
also in His direct and sovereign energy as the 
worker through them of the divine will We 
often say we believe ia the Holy Ghost; doubtless 
we do in a certain sense, and up to a certain point; 
bat we may fairly ask bow far our faith is proven 
our works. We believe in the doctrine of the 
oly Spirit; we assert His divinity, personality, 
and varied offices im relation to the Church of 
Christ; but do we recognize Him as ever present 
with ourselves, dwelling in our hearts, inditing 
our prayers, working in us, for us, us, and 
with us in all we do or say for our r aod 
Lord? Successful ministries have ever been those 
which honoured the Holy Spirit’s work, and were 
most suffused with His influence, Of all follies 
and presumptions, his is the greatest who pretends 
to ministerial efficieacy apart from living faith in 
the Holy Ghost For such the great adversary of 
souls may well feel contempt and scorn ; while the 
evil spirits attempt to exorcise mockingly 
exclaim, “ Jesus we know, and Paul we know, but 
whoare ye?” But this power from on high, which 
is so indi to an effectual ministry, is 
conditional upon faith and prayer. Hence the 
messenger of Christ must be pre-eminently be- 
lieving and prayerful. Our Lord said, that oar 
Heavenly Father “gives the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him.” His command to the disciples 
was, “ Tarry ye at Jerusalem until ye be endued 
with power from on high;” and this is how they 
interpreted and obeyed His command: “They 
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went into an upper room, where abode Pvter, 
James, and John, and the other apostles. These 
all continued, with ope accord, in prayer an | 
plication. And when the day of Pentecost wa» fally 
come, they were all, with one accord, in one piace ; 


and saddenly there came a sound from heaven, as — 


of a mighty rushing wind; and they were ali filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” It was by prayer they 
obtained the i So is it still; the divine 
affatus mast be sought, and the power to preach is 
indissolubly linked with the power to pray. The 
second essential qualification to an effectual min- 
istry is that the minister be one animated by an 
ardent love for Christ. The Master has taaght 
us this with uumistakable clearness and force. 
On the morning of one of those mysterious forty 
days which elapsed between the resurrection and 
the ascension, our Lord appeared to some of His 
disciples ou the shores of the Galilean Lake. 
Among them was Peter—ardent, eager, and de- 
voted as ever, but as yet lacking the complete 
restoration to apostleship which should send him 
forth to be a successful fisher of men. Singling 
him out from the rest, the Saviour asks him, 
* Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these?” He saith unto Him, “ Yea, Lord, thou 
kuowest that I love thee.” He saith uato him, 
“Feed my lambs.” Yet again comes forth from 
those lips, so haman yet divine, the enquiry 
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” The 
response, with yet deeper fervour, comes from the 
destined preacher of the Pentecostal day, “ Yea, 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee.” He saith 
unto him, “Feel my sheep.” Bat the lesson is 
not even then complete. The third time, and with 
altered emphasis and word, the Master says, 
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest [this time Arc, not 
ayarac | thou me ? ”—tenderly, dearly, a* one loves 
aud deligits in his nearest friend. Grieved at the 
suggested doubt, the whole sonl of Simon poured 
itself forth in the words, “ Lord, thou knowest 
all things; thou knowest that | love thee.” Jesus 
saith unto him, “Feed and tend not only my 
lambs, my sheep, but the choicest of my flock ; ” as 
though to indicate that tender love for Hin, such 
as Peter truly bad, was the fittest qualification for 
the most sacred and trusty part of the work 
to which the apostles were called. And oh! 
how needful, how essential, is this to faithful and 
successful ministry of the Gospel. Christ is the 
Alpha and the Omega of our comnmission—the life, 
the soul, the all of our message ; like the disciples 
on the mount of transfiguration, we in our work 
must see “no man save Jesus only.” In propor- 
tion as we lose sight of self, and cease to court 
the smile or fear the frown of men, that we may 
win His approval; and hold Him up to view, may 
we hope to achieve anything in His service. But, 
with innate tendencies to pride of office or of gift, 
aad exposed to temptations from without, subtle, 
strong, and sometimes sharp,—what can keep us 


‘trae to the chart and compass of our way but por- 


sonal and glowing love to Him “ whose we are 
and whom we serve”? Said the sainted Robert 
Murray McCheyne, “I see a man cannot be 
a faithful minister until he preaches Christ 
for Christ’s sake, until he gives up striving 
to attract le to himself, and only seeks to 
attract them to Christ. Lord, give me this!” 
And again he said, “ It is strange how sweet and 

jous it is to preach directly about Christ, as. 


sara with all other subjects of preaching.” 
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ADDRESS BY THE BEV. H. SINCLAIR PATERSON, M.D. 
(Delivered at the Norwich Conference of the Evangelical Alliance.) 


THE DIVINE AUTHORITY AND SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE. 
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to the trath, and of the power He exercised 
on the earth We have also testimony of His 


b cen‘u- 
of 
expanded s0 
the very throne 
aside Strauss ; 


set 
The 


proposed have failed. 


men's 
of its truth. All the 


iar spiritaal proof, has 
“7 were in the presence of the Divine Oue him- 


all these eig 
began in the remote 


nd swelled so fast and 
ked the resurrection, and have 


all its corruptions, we have the 
ur; Renan 


of the existence of this mig 
of the reality of the testimony 


length it reached 
plausible theory to-day ia the 


Yet in that community, the Church, 
the theory 


ndi 
is Strauss set aside 
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various theories to account for it, on the 


> | orn that it is simply a fraud or a fancy; 
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They have believed, not because of what 


orker, 


of the Cawsars, and became the greatest power ia 
Infidels hove attac 


but there is no 


rt, | theories 


Him, | heard with their own ears, and received into their 
id and | own hearts, the words of the living God. 


ing my nature on | has grown th 
tell me all that was/| ries; which 


that the Lord Jesus | into existence a certain corporate association, 


infinite God, who came down and | styled a “Church,” which exists to-day, and 


its fulfilment in Him, Then, as to what Jesus did, I have evidence of 
tak 


partare from Him. I/ that from the effects produced; for He called 


might 


and reveal to me His grace, Rome, a 


of the Old Testament lead up | mony they have heard, but because they have 
When I etical teaching largely that at 


they all meet in one centre — 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ. I find | others have said, not because of the haman testi- 


He 
to His Word. It binds m 


different men—shepherds, vine- thousands—not by 


On examination I find that it is | the Divine One 
not one book, but many. I find that it has been | heart. God's Word has 


composed by 
to this volame, containing so many 
I find that 
per 
that all the contents 
ew taking its 
assures me 
with me 


to Him, the whole of the New proceeds from 


aud that He is the meeting-point of the O 


the New, the Old 
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angel of fire—f 
, that no failu 
pray for us. burn wi 
evidence appealing to human reason ; but the very ; 
| voice of God has search 
il 
| 
God and me. — 
comes me sim | 
nothing to do 
and obedience | 
and conscience, and intellect. If thi 
what it claims to be, I must receive with reverence, ' Keim invalids Renan. Daribealistic 


- 


- 


theory of Keim comes nearest the truth, 
bet still it is mot the truth, We beve the 
key to all Christian evidence ia thet fact. We 
have evidence irrefragable that both the death on 


; we have equally strong 
in the Lord's Sapper and the 
Lord s-day, both of which have existed since the 
very date of the events in commemoration of His 
death and resurrection. The Lord's Supper and 
the first dey of the week, constituting two mono- 

nees, have been observed without a 
these cighteen centuries. There can 
that with the Church the death and 
resurrection of Christ were matters of faith from 
the very first hour, and that the men who had the 


upom believing rightly, believed that Jeeas did 
ng csus 

rise again from the dead the third day, according 
to the Scriptures. We have that evidence before 


us, connected with time and person. f 


Ged; nor works without miracle, for He peed 

t give 
these signs. Although the Word itself onght to | 
have convinced men, coming to their hearts, and 


Father, to reveal all the Father’s heart and all the 


I have reached the Centre, the Lord Jesus | 
Christ, in whom this revelation of God stands, and 
He accredits to me all the Old Testament, without | 
any exceptions. He quotes from it. He speaks 
of it as God’s Word. He declares that it binds 


anen’s consciences. He says: “If hear not | 
Moses and the prophets, neither will be per- | 
suaded though one rose from the dead.” He gives 


the older volume the stamp and seal of His own | 


The very canon which the Jewish Church has | 


preserved during all times began with Moses, | 


are | 
pleased to discover in Scriptare, they ae 
us look deeper into this Book, and find out more | 
than ever the grand spirituality of it. Let them 
please of these “ neies,” | 
iscrepancies; we take Word | 
ord of God—as outweighing all | 


Then He accredits the apostles by whom the 
He promises them the | 
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years, go everywhere 


‘one of the Bishops 
Scriptures. In the midst of his 


| more than the simple truth. 


17 


Fi 


proved with the utmost 
success. I do not, however, proceed u 
ground. I take it simply that we have in 
t of the life of this wo 
Man, who is at the same time the everlasti 
that we have Him speaking to the 
conscience, throwing li on the 
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fin? He searches me. 

this strange Book are 
words. A Chinese (litterateur 
in China 


i task, 
day he got up in great haste, and with m 
excitement he entered the Bishop’s 

said: “Tam afraid of this . It is made 
One who knows hing about me, and tells 
me what is in me. 


the evils and sorrows come with which we are so 
familiar in life. I am hound to assent to it; I 
am ashamed, but I dare not deny it. It draws « 
picture from which I shrink, but which I am 


acknowledge, if it were drawn by any other finger 
than the finger of God. We are obliged, however, 
to confess in self-condemnation that it is a true 
pictare, and to say, “Who can understand his 
errors? Cleanse 


the great transgression.” 


Then it tells me of salvation—a salvation that is 
righteous, because it judges the sin before it 
blesses me, the sinner ; a salvation which does 
not pass over the sin and deal lightly with it, bat 


| meets all the need of my hatare, bringing out the 


sin, while God speaks His mind about it— 


and an awful mind it was, as it was uttered on the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ—not a thought 
kept back, but a full declaration of what sin is 
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parts of 
ten or twelve of the 
the cross aud the resurrect.on from the dead, as 
matters of faith, date from the very time in which 
| opportunity of ascertaining the facts, and gives us 
| than termination of the 
miracies cannot prove 
doctrine. It has been strongly urged that the 
one deals with the physical, and the other with 
the intellectual, and so they cannot meet. It has 
ia > been asked, Would any miracle prove false doc- 
trine? That raises « false issue. We wiaintain. | 
not that miracles prove doctrine, bat that miracles certainty the future. 
1 ie and doctrine together prove Christ; not miracle The reverence I have for the volume put 
ul without doctrine, because He spoke the Word o my hand grows. This Man reaches my heart 
convincing when it came to Open, receptive 
) if hearts, yet in grace He gave the miracle as well, 
to make it quite clear 
j It declares to me 
+ i) e greatest wonder of all—the mystery and 
| | existence of sin. Do tell me how it came here! 
if It tells me that, on account o . : 
oblige admit to be true.” 
| | In the third chapter of Romans we have 4 
7 | striking picture of the natural man, for which 
none of us need sit, and w 
Carned professors speak as they will about various | 
, | keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous 
ins ; let them not have dominion over me; then 
) shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from 
; | cerning things of which, as compared with Him, 
la 
| things to their remembrance, and to make them 
1 true witnesses of Himself even to the ends of the | 
earth after He had ascended on high; and these | 
: apostles, committing nothing to writing for several 
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and what the sinmer deserves. Then it tells me 


take my experience; take facts. Take the 
creatures that have been made all! these 

centuries. Take the evidence that, wherever the 
contents of this Book are freely received and fully 
believed, the Gospel proves itself the power of God 
unto salvation; and then deny, if yyu dare, that 
this Book is divine. Look at the change—the 
palpable, visible change—that is wrought in all on 
whom it works. If I find a medicine which cures 
every disease to which it is applied, and makes a 
man new, changing him to the very centre of his 
being, and giving him a new lease of life, am I 
wrong in saying that it is an infallible specific ? 
And when this Book, professing to do nothing 
less than save me, and, making that great pro- 
fession in this awful world of sin, accomplishes 
what it promises, without failure, in every case in 
which it is accepted, I assert that fact to be 
demonstration as real as any you fairly can 


language of the East now-a-days to read the 
Vedas, the Zendavestas, and all the other books 
called “the sacred books of the East.” are 
sent to us from Oxford; they are printed he 
Clarendon Press, under the able agen 
Miiller; we have them put into our 

have nearly a score in my own library, and have 
gone over some of them from beginning to end. 
After a careful examination of these “ 

books,” I declare that it is pure folly a 
presumption of the most maqorthy Vind to attempt 
to compare for an instant this one Book with any 
of those so-called sacred books. There is one 
marked feature of difference between them. 
Some these—the more ancien with 
very utiful descriptions of a t Divine 
and as the stream widens and lengthens it is like 
the silver Rhine, which, rising in the mountains 
of Switzerland, loses itself in the mud-flats of 
Holland. This Book rises and swells until it 
reaches the Lord Jesus Christ, and never 
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diminishes or dwindles from that day to this. It 
is written by forty men at least, and its composi- 
tion covers (as we have good reason to believe) 
period of two thousand years! It has one 

progressively unfolded. One writer takes 
up where the other lays it down, and there’ is 


minds —I do not yi gue one definite resnit, 
together to produce this 
wondrous cumbination of love, truth, righteousness, 


all that it thinks should be there; Lationaliem 
seeks to excise from the Bible all that it thinks 
ought not to be there. But it is 

human reason in both cases. I know that Rome 
elaims to have the Spirit of God; but I can set 
aside that claim without any difficulty, because it 
can be proved that the so-called Infallible Church 
has committed blanders and errors over and over 
again, and it cannot, therefore, substantiate a 
claim to the guidance of that Spirit whose pro- 
vince it is to guide into all truth. We can prove 
its claim to be false by the falsehoods and per- 
versions of truth to which it has given currency. 
It has contradicted this Word, and it dare not 
face the Word which it contradicts. It cannot 
give the Bible without note or comment, even in 
countries where it is already within the reach of 
the people. Where it can withhold the Bible 
from the people, it still withholds it as it has done 
in the past. When it cannot silence its testimony 
it endeavours to weaken it by glosses, explanations, 
and notes. Rome cannot honestly trust the 
Bible to speak for itself. What gave Rome the 
deadliest blow under which it has been stagyering 
to this hour was the translation of that Book into 
the German and English languages, which put 
it within the reach of the people of two great 
nations, so that every one could read for himself 
the thoughts and words of God. The best argu- 
ment against Rome is the Bible, and the truest 


safeguard is the simple reception of the truths it 
reveals. 


At all events, we can set aside the claim of 
Rome to interpret the Bible. . 1t put the Bible in 
a dungeon, instead of seating it on a throne. The 
Bible within its own sphere is final truth, since it 
is the voice of God. Rome, which professes to 
be the custodian of the truth, has proved unworthy 
of its trust. The judge does not make, he inter- 

law. Rome has made law ; it has not dared 


"prets 
to appeal to the law and the testimony in giving 


its judgment. We may easily set aside the claim 
of 


But the subtle danger of the present day is 
from the other side. Men are seeking to take 
away from the words of this Book. An American 
book, entitled “ Freedom of Faith,” has been pub- 
lished, and in it occur certain passages which 
amount to this: that reason is to be the inter- 
preter and judge of the Bible, and that we need not 
believe anything in the Bible which does not con- 
vince conscience, reason, and sentiment; that the 
Bible must submit to square iteelf with what is 
in ; and that; fn fact, human nature fs to inter- 


cage, 


that through this Man is preached to me the for: | 
giveness sin, and by all that believe are 
And it does it! It does | 
save me. It is not tion in the futare, some- 
thing to be gained at the end of life, not a doubt- 
ful thing to be striven for, and by-and-bye to be | one supreme Author who is guiding the different ; 
enjoyed; bat a real salvation, to be enjoyed here 
and now. . It brings into my heart nothing less 
than the love of God, and that love is almighty. : 
There is nothing can teach us, nothing can | and grace. 
help us, nothing can love us, like the almighty A very few sentences with regard to the . 
love of Almighty God; and this Book (the Bible) | sufficiency of Scripture will suffice; for the 
tells me that He loved me and = Himeelf for | Scripture, being set free, has been doing its own | 
me. He seeks my heart, and, wing that, He oak and proving its own sufficiency. There are | 
possesses myself. From that moment | am « new | two conspiracies against Scripture. There is the | 
creature, brought out of darkness into His | conspiracy of Rome, and there is the conspiracy 
marvellous light. The Spirit has done this; of Rationalism. Rome wishes to add to the Bible 2) 
wonderfal work, and made of me a Christian man. 
is divine! But it may be said, “That may be | 
your experience, but it does not _— to me that 
the Book is divine.” I reply: Suppose that the | 
experiment has been tried ten thousand times, and | 
that every time it is tried it makes this change ; 7 
does that go for nothing? Or, if you like, do not | 
| 
if 
mand. It does all that it professes todo. = i 
I feel with something like sorrow and shame, i 
not without indignation, the unfairness of ~ | 
other books. One does not need to learn the | 
rf 
H 
| 
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summit, Don't lose your|in the Temple of Reformed Charech ; 
ime and in endeavouring to join | Pastor Leopold Monod in the chair. Pastors 
iste om the other spars of the mountain ;| Paul Cook, Borel-Girard, Ch. Martin, and 
straight up; we shall all meet on the Siordet addressed the meeting. 
With Christ there is real union. Let At 7.30 in the evening, the Temple was 
be faithful in that portion of duty assigned | crowded to overflowing to 
us by God. The electric. lamp will go | eloquent addresses on Luther by Pastors 
t if the wires are cut ; to be lights in the | Borel-Girard and Appia. The 
world, we must keep up constant communion | bearers was estimated at from 1,200 to 
with Christ. 1,500. Pastor Borel gave a very com- 
Pastor Houter also insisted on Christian | plete historical sketch of Luther, connecting 
In times of peace there are often | the various portions of his eventful life with 
quarrels and jealonsies between various | the memorials showa to travellers at Witten- 
regiments, but these disappear when the | berg. The discourse was listened to with 
enemy is in sight. Christians, the enemy | breathless interest. 
is in sight; awey with jealousies and dis-| Pastor Appia then gave an address on the 
sensions, and fight united under Christ's | bearings of Lather’s Reformation on the Latin 
banner. paces, and the inflaence it exercised on 
Pastor Paul Cook, of the Sunday-school | Belgium, France, and Italy. The accounts 
and Sanday Observance Association of Paris, | of Fr mce's martyrs were held up as the fiery 
had been present at the Lyons Evangelical cross to rouse Christians of the present day 
Alliance meetings thirty-two years ago. Such | to more earnestness in God's work. 
meetings are less frequent than formerly in| The meeting was concluded by the singing 
France. He then said: After the organization | of Lather’s bymn, in which the whole of the 
period, the Evangelical Alliance has entered | congregation joined, with impressive solew- 
the practical stage. When he sees his friend nity. The orlinary meetings of the Evan- 
Pastor Appia at one of the McAll or other | gelical Alliance were thus concladed. 
meetings in Paris, they need no longer ex-| On the following day, however (Nov. 2), 
patiate on the joy and happiness of meeting a special prayer-meeting was held, at nine 
on the same platform}; that goes without o'clock, in the upper room of the Fres 
saying; they @et t work together. ‘There Church ; and all the friends and visitors Who 
may be less show; bat, thank God, more’ were still in Lyons joined in earnest prayer 
practical Evangelical Alliance now. for a great outpouring of God's Spirit on 
Pastor Bird, of Poat de Vaux, brought the those who had taken pirt at these meetings, 
greetings of English friends; and after a few either as speakers or hearers. In the evening, 
incidents related by Pastor Dardier, of | at seven, Mr. and Mrs. de Watteville con- 
Geneva, the meeting closed. ‘ vened, for the same purpose, at their house, 
The members of the committee, delegates, | a numerous circle of members of the various 
and friends next met together at the hospi- | churches of Lyons; Pastors Daridier, Appia, 
table board of Mr. and Mra. de Watteville, | and Borel-Girard giving also short but earnest 
in friendly and Christian intercourse. At! addresses, 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN BOHEMIA. 


The following is a copy of the memorial | month of November, 1879, to a deputation 
presented tothe Emperor of Austria, by the | from the International Conference of this 
British and American Branches of the Evan- | Society, which had been held at Basle, 
gelical Alliauce, with reference to religious | Switzerland. A memorial, setting forth 
liberty in Bohemia :— serious acts of oppression and infringements 
To His Imperial Majesty Francis Joseph r.,| of religious liberty (from which many Pro- 

Emperor of Austria and Apostolic King | testant subjects of your Majesty had suffered), 
of Hungary : was then presented, and your Majesty graci- 

May it please your Majesty, the representa-| ously promised inquiry. Some time after- 
tives of the Evangelical Alliance of Great | wards, the cause,of complaint having been 
Britain and of the United States of America| removed and freedom of worship restored, 
would very respectfully refer to the gracious | the Council of the British Organization of 
reception accoried by your Majesty in the | the Alliance, in a letter dated ‘March, 1880, 
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and fourteen years were prohibited from ac- 
companying their parents to religious meet- 
ings, and likewise from receiving religious 
instruction otherwise than from Roman 
Catholic teachers. This deprivation of the 
holiest of parental rights and daties is felt 
to be s very serious grievance, and the 
parents of euch children earnestly look to 


Eee 


morialists confidently appeal to the 


and sense of justice of your Majesty to grant 
relief to those Protestant parents, 


. Infidelity 
and Atheism, Communism and Nihilism, 


ia; | Which are the common foes both of Catho- 


Your memorialists earnestly trust that their 
appeal on behalf of Protestant parents and 
children, likewise for permission to pastors 


lies and of Protestants, may thus be more 
effectually checked in their inroads upon 
legitimate authority and general peace. 
Praying that your Majesty’s life may be 
long spared, and that your imperial name, 


SCHOOL LAWS IN AUSTRIA; 
OR, THE 80-CALLED “ SCHULNOVELLE.” 
(Eetracted from the Letter of a Bohemian Pastor, October, 1883.) 


The grievance which distresses us Pro- 
testants consists in this, that the director of 
the school mast show proof of his ability to 
give instruction in the religion to which the 
majority of the children in his school belong. 
From this it follows that, with the exception 
of a very few cases, none buat Catholic 
teachers can be appointed directors; and, 
farther, that these directors must be 
thoroughly decided Catholics, And as it 
‘is allowed only to Catholic consistories to 
determine whether this or that teacher is a 
decided Catholic, it will readily be seen into 
whose hands our public school education has 
fallen. 

If we considered the letter of the law, it 
would be difficult to make any objection to 
it, for it appears to be quite just that the 
director of a school should sincerely believe 
in the religion of the majority of his pupils ; 
but we have learnt by bitter experience that 
it is impossible for a sincere Catholic, as 


director of a school, to treat his Protestant 
pupils justly. Thus, our public schools 
having now become recognized State inati- 
tutions, they are a means of promoting 
Catholicism throughout the whole of Austria. 
Only think of the frightful injury which 
must ensue, ¢.g., to our Bohemian Protestant 
pupils, of whom there are about 13,000, and 
who are compelled to attend more than 4,000 
such Romanizing schools ! 

I cannot insist too strongly on this point— 
that in Austria we must not allow ourselves 
to be deceived by the letter of the law. 
Thus it appears as if, in one direction at 
least, the school laws are advantageous to us, 
inasmuch as here and there Protestant 
teachers have been appointed. But this is 
no advantage. Protestant teachers who have 
been appointed to public schools are required 
by their superiors, and are even compelled by 
law, to take part in all Catholic ceremonies 
in the school—e.g., they have to make the 
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hastened with lively gratitade to acknow- and other: to perform the usual religious | 
ledge the happy results of your Majesty's kind services at fonerals, will meet with your 
imterposition on behalf of their fellow Chris- oe Majesty's gracious consideration, 
tians, This letter also respectfully repre- that the grievances complained of may, 
sented to your Majesty that the children of by your kind intervention, soon be removed. 

Your memorialists, in conclusion, beg tg 
assure your Majesty that while the Evan. 
|gelical Alliance, which they represent, is 
| Composed of Christians of all Protestant 
| Churches and of all lands, their efforts are 
| coutinaally directed, after first seeking the 
honour of God, to the maintenance of social! 
ate and respect for the powers that be, 
howsoever constituted, in every empire. 

your | They venture to hope also, on this ground, 

entire that not only toleration may be extended to 

Protestants within the limits of Austria, but 

They desire also hum’ly to bring to the | direct that some facility should be given to 
notice of your Imperial Majesty'a hardship | those who are engaged in the good work of 
very painfully felt by many faithful Protest- | 
ant subjects residing in Austria and Bohem 
it is, that at the funerals of relatives and 
friends who did not belong to the accredited 
State Churches, their own pastors are not 
permitted to pray with the mourners, or to 
conduct a religious service at the grave. | 

descending to your successors, may ever be 
of a loyal and grateful people. 
| 
1} 


mass, and there to behave in a Catholic man- 
in 


Protestant teachers had 
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sign of the cross with the children, to utter 
| the Ave Maria, to accompany the children to 
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Articles helpfel to all Christian Workore, Notes and Comments on Passing Events, with much other 
useful matter. 
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Lowoow: MORGAN & SCOTT, 12, Paternoster Bui_owes, 
UN UNITED KINGDOM OR THE COLONIES 


CROSS HOSPIT 


tr sTRANWD, 


The Governors earnestly solicit assistance for this Hospital, which is dependent upon voluntary 
while the expenditure is £12,000. 

number of Patients relieved yearly is about 20,000. 


FUNDS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED. 


Donations and Annual Subscriptions will be most thankfully received by the Secretary, at the 
Hospital, and by Messers. Daummwonp, 49, Charing Cross. 
The Editor of this Magazine has kindly consented to acknowledge any Contributions. 
Secretary. 


SPECTACLES BLINDNESS. 


adapted Spectacies is the cause of most cases of 
defective vision. Mr. H. LAURANOEK, F 8.5., Scientific 
. Qculist Optician, la, OLD BOND STREET (inte 99 hee made 
— the ada of jes his eapecial and sole study ards 
of thirty years. Jutius Bexwxpict writes I have the 
of Years. Jouve Buxxpicr writes: “I have the 

: you have adapted suit admirably. The clearness of your glasses 
as compared with others is really sing.” Similar testimonials 
from Dixow Eeq., Taomas Coon, Eaq., the well- 
known Tourist Agent ; the Rev. MoTHER ABBESs, St. Abbey, 


HM, Pamphlet, containing valuable res. City Branches : 6, Poultry, and 22, Fenchurch 


BALM 


HAIR, WHISKERS, OR MOUSTACHES 
And Preventing them Turning Grey. 
PRICE 3s. 6d, Gs, and lls PER BOTTLE. 


C. & A. OLDRIDGE, 
22, WELLINGTON STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.; 
And all Chemists and Perfumers. 


For Children it is invaluable, as it forms the basis of a head 
hair, prevents baldness in mature sge, and obviates the use of dyes 
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and poisonous restoratives. , - 
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